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Area Teachers Win Bright Ideas grants 
 
 
Palmetto Electric Cooperative and Palmetto Electric Trust awarded $29,010 in the sixth annual 
Bright Ideas grant program Wednesday, October 14 and Thursday, October 15 to winning 
teachers and their team members.  This year, a total of 43 grants will benefit more than 7,000 
students in southern Beaufort, Hampton and Jasper counties. 
 
The Cooperative’s Bright Ideas Patrol presented the money where it will be spent – the teachers’ 
classrooms.  Representatives from the Cooperative and the Trust greeted teachers with balloons, 
gift bags and their checks at each school. Next month, the cooperative will host a luncheon at 
Palmetto Electric’s New River facility to honor the teachers and their administrators. 
 
The Cooperative invited teachers earlier this year to submit proposals for innovative classroom 
projects.  Last month, 84 grant applications, totaling over $76,330, were received from teachers in 
the three counties.  
 
Area winners are: 

 
• Sandra Hunt, Science Laboratory, Abundant Life Academy 

 
• Samantha Kemp, Aspiring Authors and Writers!, Hardeeville Elementary School 

 
• Susan Frillici, Key Train/Work Keys, Beaufort-Jasper ACE 

 
• Steve Shamblen, Turbo-Charging the Rate of Instructional Delivery, Beaufort-Jasper ACE 

 
• Russell Whitfield, Physical Education Aides, Step of Faith Christian Academy 

 
• Karen Creech, All Charged UP!, Thomas Heyward Academy 

 
• Shirley Louvenia Mears, “Readers to Leaders” Ridgeland Elementary School  

 
• Jane Ryans, Blast Off, Ridgeland Middle School 

 
 
 

-more- 
 
 
 
 



The Bright Ideas grants are for local school teachers in grades K-12.  The grants give teachers 
money to put innovative classroom projects into action.     
 
Palmetto Electric Trust is supported by funds from Operation Round Up®, a program in which 
the Cooperative’s members round their electric bill up to the nearest whole dollar.  The program 
is a true example of how small change…changes lives.  Additional funding was provided by 
Palmetto Electric’s Million Dollar Hole-In-One Shootout and WIRE (Women Involved in Rural 
Electrification) Chapters.  
 
Palmetto Electric Cooperative, a member of Touchstone Energy®, is a not-for-profit, consumer-
owned power cooperative providing electricity to over 68,000 consumers in southern Beaufort, 
Jasper and Hampton counties. 
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